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4 GENERAL HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF 


From its first settlement to the present time 


DELIVERED AT EAST-HAMPTON, JANUARY 1, 1806. 


Per, 


Ngee meri mectee, a 


BY LYMAN BEECHER, 


PASTOR OF THE CHURCH “IN TH AT PLACE. 


eran arimermirenen werreesesire seein sare 
\ RSE ES 


SAG-H: ARBOR, N.Y. 


« 
” 
sae eee on A nS re A Uo ne Ta wt Samhain ain Ree” GABE ties SA AES AOS ARNT Bat ee Sk a pe 


fwteeinr ocak 


bene taser ante NOE Eee ener en Nate a 


ce a AOS es 


AO AGT aM 


ee aa 


il 
i 


ee, SORRY INE SA ne 


SER’ MON,’ &e. 


JOEL, I. 3. 


Tell ye your children of it, and let your chit- 
dren tell their children, and their children another 
generation, ; 
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sage, to transmit to posterity certain important 
events in their his story—to tell their children of them, 
to instruct them to tell their children, that the know- 
Jedee may be transmitted to distant ¢ ‘generations. 
The conduct enjoined is a conduct congenial to 
the nature cf man, and common to all nations.— 
Lhey all have their histories, written or traditiouary, 


2. T1i, people of God are directed, in this pas- 


and ln many nations bistorians are appointed for the’ 


particular purpose ot preserving from oblivion the 
passing events of the nation. 

The satisfaction derived from being able to lock 
back upon the transactions of the past is great, were 
it connected with no practical benefit. History is 
a light shining into a dark place, and clothing with 
lustre and an aby the land of forcetfulness. It gives 
a kind ef aniedated existence, by which we live over 
the eee ae Pa wlicipate in the joys or sorrows of 
past generation 

Bat his Bae ats of history, independent of the 
pleasure it conimunicates, are real, and of high esti- 


ination. ahe3 iolly and the accumulated wisdom of 


aie 3 P rr 
hiacr azes are made to pi ass before us. They ad- 
MONISA US Wal to shuns ti cy instruct us what to 


of personal experiment, 


| 
| 
| 


tas tay Section nn ena OO 


mana mite ao 


‘ 


ee 


Ba i 


bon 


tag aidld ak hadoe 


“gratiogmt 
nar on net 


ae prin ing 0} months. “bas, pipes ot ‘3 
pecvner el to neni: poroseld tig rr Ms. you 
orld volt hakeionpean ox anniotaid eeuhiiart vgn att be 
eit dorildo oe Yo sreoginey ‘rsteah 

5 .ottan od lo anes, 2 aleennf, 
fool of atdn'x pitted d io hoyiieb aoltodettes” 
SW SITY 4 


at giowild 


dive ro a . 


wie niki a0 av om bets annex: spesehstin ie bait | 4 
% ey OTIge 10 “a ; é 


deaq anid Yo euvitomauott odd nogit Aoad 

Inston ow thu. hetoeaaes 
Be kine 6 ol. optinidle’s iby 

HR opielio hae ot yinngd baa.o' 


ri y 


toyioinag bas adil ot, 
| Peri deny, 
| att ah 


my 
ae uh 


ny ewe 


a Or SR RENRT RNS eee 


Peay 


But when we een ees that there is a God who 
governs the world, and that history is a record of 
this government, its page becomes still more in- 


structive and important. Lhe eternal counsels ot 


the Most High are made maniiest—the maxims of 
his moral gov aot are illustrated. ‘ Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge coucel raing God.’ 
“These remark s, which apply to histors y in general, 
apply with equal justice to the more partic ular his- 
tories of nations, states, towns and families. And if 
the importanc e of private history be comparatively 
small, this defect is ¢ compensated by the circumstance 
that the objects are nearer io us, and on this account 
more deeply interest our feelines. 

In view, then, of this direction of the text to the 
to the aucents church of God, an in view of the 
above reflections suggested by it, L have supposed 
that the history of this i n night aflord at once 
pleasure and instruction. Jt is the subje i there- 
fore, to which I propose at this tune to call your at- 
vention 7 ether ware : 

‘The first proprictors of a town of East-Hamp- 
ton, emigrated originally frorn Maidstone, in the 
county of Kent, Ken; nid They “came to this 
place fron Lynn, Massachusetts, and perhaps from 

* T have received very great’ assistance in the historical 
part of this sermon from a manuscrint boo”, extracted from 
the original records of this town, by fohn i L.. Gardiner; Esq. 
for the use, of the Rey. Dr. Samuel Biller, New-York.—. 
The exttacts are the result of a laborious and careiul ae 
sal of aff the ancient townrecords. They : are lieraland co- 
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other towns im the neigh borhood ef Beston. The 


tow : was purchased in the year 16 48, by Theophi-. 
lus Eaton, Esq. Governor of the colony of New- 


Haven, and Edward tiopkins, usq. Governor of the 
colony of Connecticut, in behalf cf the prop sete 
into whose hands, on the a ment of the stip 
‘sui, all the writings were given. ‘The deec 
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The price of the first pee | is snail compared 
with the present value of the same lands. It will 
be recollected, however, that 50 pounds, at that day, 

lea more than twice that sum at the pre- 
sent time.* Especially it will be recollected that 


present Bounds of the state of iNew York. , He purcha- 
ed the Island of the native Indians, and removed from the 
gar rison at Saybrook, which he Commanded from 1635 to 
1539, as agent for Lords Say and Seal, Lord Brooke and 
others, of England; among whom were the great Mr. 
Egapden, and it. is supposed that Oliver Cromwell was 
concerned, but they were piceented from removing im the 
first place by an order of King Charles I. and council, while 
on ehebaae in the river Thames ; ; and in the second by 
their obtaining that civiland religious liberty 3 in their own 
Lange which thcy wished to obtain in this. Colonel Fen- 
oe sue ce Lion Gardiner at Saybrook, and in 1644 
sold that plantation to the colony of Connecticut, removed 
to england, and was afterwards one of Charles’ Judges who 
condem mea him to the block. Lion Gardiner resided in 
vhis town several years, and was frequently elected a magis- 
trate, and was in public business till his death, in the year 
3663. Lion Gardiner’s son Dayid, born at Saybroo! cy April 
29th, 1636, is supposed to be the ae white child born with. 
30 the present ate of Connecticut. He died while ate 
tending asa deputy from Lonp-Island to the General As- 
1 about 1689, with an application from 
this and U 1¢ neighboring towns to be asrain taken under their 
jurisdiction. It was with the consent of these two gentle. 
men that the Indian deeds by Wioncombone, son of the old 
achem of Long-island, W ‘ayondonce, were executed—-they 
1av ane been appointed guardians to the young sachem, wha 
appears to have been the last that Geacived 
rem on this part of Long-Island. 
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* Thus Gardiner’s Island, which now pays about o 
sixth part ef the poor’s tax of the town, was, at the death of 
ine iirst proprietor, Lion Gardiner, and. after having been 
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the state of the town when purchased was greatly 
different from its present state. It was then a vast 
wilderness. Where your dwellings now rise-—where 
this sanctuary stands, the trees of the forest war ed, 
the wild beasts of the desert sought their retreat.— 
This wilderness was to be subducd—-these beasts of 
prey were to be expelled. 
As the town of Southampton w Misia about 
1644, it is probable there were fee lements made 
here before the regular purchase of the town 
~# One of the natives of Montauk, who died about 50 years 
ago, aged, it was supposed, an hundred years ; and who, if 
she did not herself reconde the first settlement of the town, 
must have lived so near that period as to have received cor- 
rect information, used to relate to persons now living the 
following anecdote, viz.--That six families first planted 
themselves at the south end of the town; that they were 
discovered by some Indians who were out on a hunting par-, 
ty. Lhat the chief warrior applied to the sachem (living 
then at Three-Mile-Harbor) for leave to cut them off—that 
the Indians who made the discovery were called and inter 
rogated---Did they invite you into their houses '—They 
—Gid they give you to eat ?-—-They did.-—Did you ex- 
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it didnot. The reply of the sachem, turning to his war- 

rior, was, You shail not cut them off. 

A list of the names of the first purchasers 6) of the plantation 
of Last-Hampton, Long-Island, and those who were Te 
ceived successively associates with them. 


John Hand, sex’r. ' Robert Rose, 

John Stretton, sen’r. Thomis ‘Lhomson, 

Thomas Talmage, jun. Joshua Barnes, 

Robert Bond, Joann Mullord. 

Daniel Howe, - . 

Lhe above were the first purchasers ; the following gamed 
hem 2 

‘Thomas James, Richard Stretton, 

William hacer Luke Lillie, 


William Mulford Benjamin Price, 
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12 7t will doubtless bé’acceptable to. you to know 
somethine tc cneermnge the: character of your ances- 
its and L-am happy to-find that their character is 

till ou in your records 5 eee aracter which must 
command your esteem, and which wath ereat advan- 
tase you may*imitates:< y> Uae oe a 

“They were evidently men of-reso fle! and en- 
terprise—man coquainted with human nature 3-ac- 
cu stamed: to de business, and. meny of them: Re ai 
qualified, by a good education. - They were exceed- 
imely careful and oe camel in their dealings, one 
with another, and especially in their contracts with 
the Indians. 2¥ ot deeds, ‘dra uwn by their circum- 


spection, have bafiled the attempts of spemies, an 
excited the adrmiration-ofthe Ea able law. charac- 
ters. -‘Phey were decided friends to civil iiberty— 
jealous of their relits ; vigilant: to » discov er. and iim 
to resist enci cachments Eon Re Oe | a 
it was their high cstimation of liberty that indu- 
ced them to five, ior nide years after the sétilement 
of the tewn, Com] nletely independent of any govern-, 
ment except-t iis own. It was the inst uiliciency of 


their own system to answer fully. the purposes of 
pete: ‘ gee j 

cuced thenr to incorporate with 
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curony ct Comiccticut. It was the privilege of 
2very popular represent ation: there, which made- 
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Vrilliam Hedges, - ed, got William: Batneay. gat 
Papa Mivigs, awa ety LionvGardiger, ee 
Thoriss Whatigd, © iri¢ nec fohu Orsber ne, oo a ee 
Thomas Orsberae, jun. io he Leremiah Veale, 
Wiliam Hithain, cey john Miller, 
Michatd Brooks," Je-g Charles sBarnes 5-1. 
William Simonds, = et eh HTond, pth sb 2 
samuel Belmipay ci ee Dhomas Bakery 9 oro 
ala Parsons; Mer at, 3 ‘Ananias Conklin, 

oe Garlick, TWaRichara Scaw, 


" wlke Davis, Jeremiah Meacham. 
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them reluctant to be separa iediand annexed to the 


government of the Duke of York. They struggled 
hard against it, and directed their edmmnitise “+6 
put forth all lawful endeavors to the utmost to pre- 
vent.” 

This reluctance was encreased by the circi umstance 
that, ander the Duke of York’s government ey 
were to expect no regular represents ition ;* an 
until they obtained this privilege, they vee never 
for one moment satisfied. T hey complained ; they 
appointed committees, draughted petitions, and spa- 
red no pains and neglected. no Mate ‘3 tO De 
delivered from this arbitrary power ane government, 
which lies so he Be, upon our ae and uhder 
which we have so long groaned.” 

* Thete was norepular annual representa itive assembly, 
wntil the year 1682—the others being only decdeeal! to 
approve of the Duke’s laws. 


{In one case, having appointed a committee td confer 
vith committees from ie other towns respecting a petition 
to his pactey they say, that in case the countv,’nor any 
part of it, do see cause to join with us in this business, then 

this town in ae icular will use what means we can to im- 
plore his Majesty’s grace for our relief. 
‘The accession of Walaa and Mary to the throne of En- 
ee was a joyful event to them, both as it invelved the 
establishment of the protestant religion, and also as it open- 
éd a door for the redress of grievances. At this crisis there 
came * tidings from York that the people in those parts were 
Gissatished with Capt. Leister, the commander of the fort,” 


oe 


supposing, probably, that he was not friendly to the cause - 


of king William.) A town mecting is immediately called, 
and a resolve passed, “ That itis needful that some soldiers 
0 up to York, from these el to be helpful for to reduce 
that = ace; that so it may se better secured for the safety 
ond defence of the count: ry??? «Phe militia of Bast. Hamp- 
ton di ds Shae: set out, and went as far as Jamaic a, when 
1ed eh returned home.’ The fe Bris ali re- 


tie of the high spirit and tenacious ate 


oh 
oe 
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ied themselves from their native country, Soy 


had gamed an estabh 
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ty to 7) 
out, the. brightest fe ait in their c haracte rand I 
may add perhaps thé. most pndincti was their 


ma P 
eminent, piety, and high estimation of relfyion. It 
was for the free Eee of religion that “th Sy @Xs 
"hs q theses 

bhi 


Dot fergct the ora ror which they a 
sacriftces.... A number of years, at ee e pinay d aay 
must elapse before “Gat new parr nae feel hens: 
sely 5 able to supporé the gospel ; but your atices- 
gh - ‘ is . ee as Per) * 

icrs, tho’ few in humbe ; 


er, not to exceed thirty fami- 
to a howling wilderness, ‘bro’t, 
' 


en 


hes, and tho’ comin« 
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there is reascn to beli eve; them minister with them ; 


and. made liberal pr ovision for his support. They 
gave bin fifty, and alterwards sixty pounds per an- 


pene EXER ae ed his property trom taxation—gave 
2 the use of the parsonage land and several other 

tecnment of the first ry bante of East-Ham pton to tlreir 

rights and liberties, E shall transcribe verbatim :-— 

. Last-Hamptcn, September 24.2/1,.4683. 
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Ata leg: town meeting, ‘Phomas ‘f almage, Lieut. john 
WY Heeler, ‘Es éq. Samuel Muliord and Steven. Wand, were 
chosen to mect at South Old, en Wedn esday next, to jom 
with the committee of the other towns in choosing two re- 
presentatives for this riding, to meet ac York, according t 
order. The town have likewise desired an dchasen chr. 
Thomas James to go along with our men, and advise with 
them in our concerns ; and have empowcred the persons 
avnove mentioned to join with the rest of the riding. to give 
ihe representatives instructions to stand up inthe assembly 
for the maintenance of our privileges and English liberties, 
and especially against any writ going in the Duke of York's 


name, but only in his Majesty’s 


Pad 


whom only we own 35 
CUR UE) sent wapt. 
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privileges, which rendered his salary. probably better 
taan any ‘that has since been on day ‘by ‘the’ town. 

At the same time they supported a school ata s ote 
ry of iy pounds, and the third year only from. o 
settlement they built themscives a decent hous 


EEX | i *e ‘ f 2 ? 
bese things, if, is also to be ‘noted, were done in 
: r eee +i a oh hie ui - 1 a weed 8 ee ay 
perilous times. “ Besides “the labor of: subduing the 
Be) Vee to PIN Sea Ae Tal blig Tere! fe tila eager ee ek 
wildernes:, they were obliged to make ereat exertions 
is - } . . 4 " "ts : 4 5 r rw +" " >? »h- Ee 
for their personal apes Deey bept! ‘antowatch of 
two men every nicht, aud a ward of one man every 
r ae Sed We ALE : pe Le: 7 Ly Gen 
day, ihey trained six times inthe vyear—they 
ea o » ~ 
Ras us teeeeri pe / 
carried their arms % WS 


: 
went up to 
iter the tow : 
Dutch have hired am dians against t otish, 
we, not knowing Indians by face, cannot distis neuish 
etween friends and enemies.” No man‘ was per- 
mitted to go ont of the town to work, or to remain 
apsent thro’ the Meloy without leave obtamed; on 


nah 


e Te > Siz Sa 
worship. No indian was permitted to 
n armed; because, say 


penalty of 40 shillings for every day’s absence. The 
muitary Chae were empowered to eall out any 


mianat any time, and to co mimand him upon sech 
htt \ ee needfal. Every man/able 
to bear arms was obliged to equip himself with & 
eood gun, powder, s shot, &c. and on any alarm was 


2 < 
~ % a * ae . ; ,7 
oblioed “forthwith to repair to the mecting-house.’ 
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nder these cirenmstances their caution to defend 
oe uce to support the gospel and to cducate 


reir Children, ae sh unequivocal evidence of their 
ety, love of aa and their benevolent concern 


ue welfare of future generations, 
rat y la ad led me WOK retive 
ion, it may be added, was productive 


of 3 sail mo} ne Your records furnish the mos¢ 


, > 
maeuestionable cyidence of their integrity in ysis 
ee an “ie ; 
mea with another. Lhere were indeed instances of 
eye TR ye aha Be Cait giehighe cde : See ‘ ‘ nee ey ty “ 
sete. OMS “He .aereslahon a which Suen ecnat IGG 
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ely aerbacieye! is adel adr” eunizoel olny anolniad 
-ghaltiens tig ‘potions ey hewitt 5 yo , rok we 
| Bo fone ae: op oy ht Ri eel | ceo ods ek: 
pier: ene SH" we fori! yt no geen’ hte ot ae ~_ ie ea 
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ed " Oe vee sevens a Sh . Neate enya’ HES, THIS. 
bes arene 3 "odds hanineie Beresinty t fost oni uh ide 
‘dele Sidi ay que af sont ‘a ered Rarwona ion we 
4d ane emet ““hoimeny ban ehaort aged 
stati ot 1 HHO ot nent sd Thy le Oy OF bod sien 
imo hoainido on Fie toer Jiboter alt “ony desea 
eiT somsadina" Heh Weds th ate llite G8 To. yaks eey 
Yer too: ns. at hor vox aie wag. endiluet 
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was held, and the penallies inflicted the ie in 


ger “eral they were scrupulously | honest.” =: 


' They were strict in their observation of. the salss 


‘bath ; and to prevent intrusion from. without, they. 


order “that no Indian shall travel up ‘and down, or. 
carry any burthen in or thro’ our town onthe sab- 
pei day, and whosoever is found s so doing shall be’ 
Hable,tocorporal pimishment/? hs ee cee 
rx ora ok 1s he a 
ite manifested a alee concern for — 


welfare of the Indians ; and to prevent abuse amo 


= 5 
them by the use of strong drink, ordained “ ha 
nO man carry any of {the: ulprés aid arti ale to them to 


sell, nor send then ni any, nor employ any: to sell for 
them, nor sell them liquor j in the town for the pre«~ 


sent dri inking, above two drams at a time ; 3; and to. 


sell to no Tdian at all, but suchas are sent by t the 
sachem, and shall bring a written ticket from him, 
which shall be given: him by the town, and he shall 
not have above a quart atatime.” What care— 
what henevolence ; alas ! how is the- gold - become 
dim, and the most oAhE cold changed! 

The ue Ms themsels eS Dene testir nony to the: 
indness and eguity of 3 your ancest ors). "Phe follow- 

iy their P sreatuble to the ae i by. which the lanc 
Fe cade LAUR 1S conveyed to the proprietors, 

Virereas of late years there has been sore dis- : 

maa ed Deals befal Hen us, by reason of the 
= Sprosition and viclence of ,our most deadly 
enemy Nimecroft, sachem of Narraganset, Whose. 
cruelty Lath pres ecded so far as to take aw vay the 


hives si maby cf our dear friends and relations sf so 


mR There 3s one price’ Be Ww eiieh a rman is fined for sel il 
ing articles at an inure Sasonable price. . 
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that we were , ite to- Ay f from- Montauk ett. for 
shelter, to our beloved friends and neighbors of East- 

Elampton, whom we found to be friendly in our dis- 
tresses; and whom we must ever own and acknow- 
ledve as instruments under God for the presex rvation 
of cur lives and the hives of our_wives. and children, 

to this. day, and of the land. of:-Montank from t! aes 
hands of ay enemies ; and since our coming among 
them the relieving us.in-onr extremities from time to 
time ; and now at: last we find. the said inhabitants 

of East-Hampton ous deliverers, - cordial and foithful 

in their former covenants, *- leaving ug -dreely.av liber- 
ty to go or stay, being ready to: perform all the con- 
ditions of our aforesaid agreement, atter serious de- 
bate and deliberation, in consideration of the love 
which we have and-do- bear unto these our trusty 
and beloved friends of East-Hampton, upon our own 


iree and voluntary motion, have given, granted, &c.”. 
. — 


eile 


these : last, on the same night, set out to come to Mon- 


nd. 
Bie: uk f tor a a purpose ; but discovering their enemy with 
oe being discovered themselves, they returned and Jay in 

ambush, panied them to land and leave the shore, when 
rising up, they first destroyed their canoes, and then came 
wpoon hee surprised they’ betook themselves to a field of 
corn, and de efended themselves with such braver y that the 
enemy despairing to conguer by ee k md recourse to stra- 
tagem. ‘They promised to spare their lives weed would 
ay down their arms——-they complied, and \ jastantly 


gate 


tidings. 


% Avice the massacre se Black Tebanchathé whole tribe of 


Montauk fled for protection to Last-Hampton, ia they * 


lived for several years. It was at this time that they sal ld 
to the proprietors the whole land of Montauk, reserving in 
a counter mar the right of living there again, an 


privileces Ww AIC A they were to eniov . ‘hese were the cove- 
: ' He a ‘ } ‘ i Pa 7 ota ; Ws a 
a tu whith they allude, wherein ines 8a} Sand now we 
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find our deliv eyes. 5 fait! fl GORI ENE ea ae 
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. -Lhis-is .a valuable testrmony, and reflects more 
real honor on the persons concerned, than could be 
‘conferred by all the titles upon eaith. | 


-- And awhile they’s stay the good of the Indians, 
they were not unm ndéul of their own Wellare.—-+ 
rye 2 3 NA Ses | j 

They labored with saved care and wisdoin to pres 
serve pure the morals of the town; and to prevent 
the intreducticn of Jicentious inhabitants from a abroad, 
they order, “ that no man shail sell his accommoca- 


ee Uae xe i Ls ee 
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tiens (ag general term 
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knew full well the deadly 3 mniiucace if intemperuics 
upon society, and they Kne€ w also the powerlul te 

den 1ey prot what is called tipo! ig shops, to raise ne 
ation sol “drun Ka iit 
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Geputed thereto by sii town ; and such men shall 
“not iet youth, and such as are under other men’s 


tri nking at unseasonable hour 


atime,iinpone four men. ’* Ifa young man became 


< cay 
f x | + hayes “aus Mee 1s aye ae $ 
dissolute in his conduct, he was im nediately noted, 
~ 5 Ms ” > au Me hye \nar td 2 ¢ c 
and. einer expelled the ‘town. or Jaid un yer res 
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plraits.4 


i find nothing upon record which speaks direcily 


‘on the subject of fara ly government 3 but from the 


ok, ee mama 


* Spirits of the just, revive! revivein the breasts of your 
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that Goodman Megegs’ Jot shail not is 
Sai ll to go to work on, and that h 
is ordered that when Daniel Fair: ae S 
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‘pi init ¢ éf that day, from: the specimens of their¢on- 

ot, exhibited, and from the circumstance that ve+ 
, strict domestic discipline remained in the town 

erally so late as to be remembered by many now 
, there is reason to belie eve that their solicitude 
ane peace of the town, and the weliare of their 
eae rity commenced in the family, and accustomed 
the openine minds of their children to habits of obe- 
dience and virtue 

Slander was among their list of heinous crimes 

itis ordered, ‘ that whosoever: shail slander any 
one, he shail be liable to pay a fine of five pounds ;” 
‘aud there are several mstances on record of penal- 
b niitet edt for this ofrence. : 
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ihe penalty in case of penjary, is very significant 
of a 2 strone sense’ they entertained of the o liga 
tion ofaneath. «It is order ca that whoever sball 


irise up a false witness us ainst any man, to testy 
nat which is wrone, there sh Aig ve done unto him as 
1e had thought to Gavedone nto his neigh :BOF ; whe 
ther it be to the ta king away “of life, | limb, or good ds.’? 


Aspirit of equity also characterizes the fol jones 
fe Ordered t that if any strike another he shall pay te 
shillings to the town ; and if im smitin + 
svound, he shall pay for the cure, and the uae the 
person is thereby hindered.” On the whole it ap- 


pears that your ancestors were decided, vicilant, and 


roceasing In their opposition to vice in every shape. 
lt-was Beaded a common enemy to which no ei 


leration might be given, with which no compromise 
might be made. Its appearance was the signal for 
tallying 5 Its extinction or banishment could alone 
terminate the warfare. 


Tt must be added that the religion of these men 
manifested its influence i what would at this aay 
called thetr HL condiict. they would have ab- 
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horred the infidel maxim, that religion and. pslities 
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‘ine no connexion, if the meaning be, as is often 
insinuated, that men in choosing rulers and making 
Jaws, have nothing to do with their bibles, They 
considered the precepts of their religion as extending 

to the et aa of iheir czvzl as well as to the regu 
Jation of their moral conduct, andi in these © “matters 
they nu ade their bible and their consciences the rule 


ee auty. ee say, as a reason for erecting a tem- 
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They y say that the laws of this government must be 

cord Hine to Ged, 1. €. according to the word of 
God | and in civi | alla airs they covenant one with an- 
other, “that in’ Dy otes for choosing officers or ma-. 
oe of orders, they shall be according to our con= 
ciences and our best light.” ip 2 


‘The bo ol :mstance that J shall add, character-. 


a 


istic of the first settlers of this town, is that they 
were cbt the beginning firmly united among them- 

FEIVES, 8 and cereliul to promote and perpetuate peace 

and love. 


° 


Their religion tanght and Aaa them to culti-. 


vate peace ; their circumstances demanded union. 


qt 


and Jove, and in their deliberations we find that union: 


and love prevailed. Tt ig common to find upon re- 


cord, in the discussion of important questions in 
town mectines, that they were carried none oppo-- 


sing, and w hen the ey appoint committees to confer 
with committees from other towns on important 
subjects, it is often subjoined “we will abide by 


7 


what they dpe engage ourselves to stand by - 


them. 


It must be remembered, however, that the per: 


sons of whom we me speaking, were men, Un- 


Fe 
Gu Shae ibly they had their im yperfections ; but on 


nears 

the wl hole tf 1s LHe whether you will ever find 
FL Aeir SiouatroN displayit ig more courage, 

dom, pigs ADC! morality ‘nen is exhibited 1 Lea heh 

exam ys Ce 


rary geve roment. “the word of God requires it.’* 
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The several orders and. regulations. which have 
Been adduced as illustrating “the character of the 
fathers of this town, were made, it must be noted, 


in the early periods of the settlement, and before. 


the town came under the jurisdiction of Connecticut. 
In this state of complete independence they lived 
for about nine years. The compact or covenant, 
which was the basis of this temporary ¢ government, 
is still extant, and is aonthy of those w ne devised it. 
It bears date 1645, and is as follows: ‘ Forasmuch 
as it has pleased the Almighty God, by .the wise, 
dispei nse of his. prov: idence, so to order and dis- 
pose of things, that we the inhabitants of E est Mammy 
ton are now ’ dwelling together, the word of God re 
Sie evap to maintain the. peace and union of iets. 
a people there should beau orderly and decent go- 


vernme sri established,:..¢ according. to at to. order 


and dispose as occasion shall require ; we do there 
fore associa te and conjoin ourselves to one a sae 
or oong ora Hon ; and do for ourselves and successors, 


and s as shall be adjomed to us at any time here-_ 


after, en bh is 0 combination and confederation to- 
gether, to maintain and preserve the purity of he 


Gospel ef our Lord. Jes as Christ, which we now Dos- 
Se38 3 as also the discipline of the church, which, oo 
cording to the truth of said gospel, is now practised. - 
among us; as also in ou civil affairs to be caided 
and woverne ed by such is and orders as shall be 
wade accordi ng Geo Pada: Which by the vote of 


to 
vO 
he major part, shall be in force amoung Us, gE 


iemnicrd we do engage ourselves, that in all votes 
for choosing officers or making orders, that it be ac- 
cording to conscience and our “best light. And also 
we do engage ourselycs by this combination to stand 
to and maintain the authority of the several Mite rs 
of the town in their determinations and actions, ac- 
cording to their orders and laws that either are or 
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shall be made, not swerving therefrom. In witness 
whereof each accepted inhabitant set to our hand.” 
This instrument was at first wee by thirty men, 

and as their numbers increased, by many more. 

On the basis of this compact three men were cho- 
sen by the people of the town at a meeting called 
the Court of Election, who, with the cons eoute were 
to superintend the afiairs of gs Oia the namber 
was afterwards encrea: ra " five, ane after that to 


seven" Phey were Tv vik with power to issue 
warrants, and to decide if al C ases when the value 


OL property ¢ did’ yet exceed forty slullings-—cases 
above this sam wer acd to the deGeon of a 
jury of seven men. 

heir Oath is very solemn—You, A. B. chcsen 
to administer the affairs of this town, do bereby 
swear by the name of the great a ae everlasting God, 
vy, auc. without respect to per- 
aws a5 are, ors! hall be made 
eto the word of ¢ God, and. ac- 
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This state of things continued until the year 1657, 
When the town, by its own voluntary act, came un- 


an 

Ps ANG A sao, Valghe’ 2. kg 

Wuyis eron Ol Connecticnt. 
ed 


oy 
= 


; continued under au covernment ef Con- 


J § 
necticut until Long-Island was annexed to the Duke 
of York's covernment, in 166 fey With) this altera- 


tien they were, for reasons Lefore stated, much dis- 
pleased ; and made uncexsing exertions to be again 
restored to de aeeeenianta mal the appointment of 
officers in whom they confided, aud particularly the 
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privilege ‘of ‘a representative asserably, reconciled | 
‘them Lo their situation. 

There has been, as already intimated, a chereh in 
vs town, and a gospel ministry from the beginning. 
2 form of the church, if 1S supposed, was congrega- 
1, atter the noel of the churches in New-En- 
1. It was such in the days of Mr. Hunitine, 
eontinued sach until afer the settlement of Dr. 
u i by whose instrument ality, In connection with 
a ers, 3 presbyterian form ci gove; aie ut -Wwasin- 
troduced into this and any other charc ae the 
Q This change took place in the be 2ar 17: 47. 

Thomas James, the first apie: of HAs 
: a ap ton, came from England a young man, 
before he had finished his education ; which was coin- 
- pleated in tis country by the learned and picys mi- 
-nisters who first came over, and before the establish- 
ment of colleges. He was unquestionably a man of 
strong natural powers, had a good education, vader- 
stood public Business and was repeatedly employed 
by the town as a trustee, and to act for them with. 
their commi: ie on dithcult OMmelgencien, Iie ap- 
pears to have been to his peop: ein those times of 
peril, what Dr. Buell was to his during the last war. 

From the character of the exiled ministers of that 
.day, and from the sacrifices he must have made in- 
leaving England to come to this wilderness, there is 
reason to beheve that he was acquainted experi- 
mentally wit i the religion which he taught 

That he belived himselfto be a true d lisciple and 
HO In his did *, appears strikively trom the man- 

aye or lis iil wud the reasons assigned for it. He 
eave or si 1s that his remains should be deposited ia 
the srave contr ve to those of his people, and he Kes 
poderred in that f manner, Lhe Eason assioned for 
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resurrection. The doctrines which he -inculcated, 
there is reason to believe, were the same preached 
by all New-England ministers of that day, and the 
same that have | been inculcated by his successors to 
the present day. But of his method of sern lonizing 


"of bis manner of delivery, and of his conduct as a 


minister, ;there is no vestige remaining. His ser- 


‘mons. and his writing 8 not preserved upon record,: 


are burie ed in oblivion. 
rtieular success of the x ohne aiso under the - 
“ot Mr. dames,.itis invpossible at this dis- 

aL ‘time to ascertain. Myr. James died in July, . 
1696. Jt appears that he was unable to preach re- 
ou r some time before his death... But having 
speut his lite im the service of his people, they did 


not uugratelully and wickedly abandon. .him, but 
continued to him his w hole salary while they Sarg 


red another person to preach for them.t 

Mr. Nathaniel bilan des came to this town, and 
it is believed in the capacity of a preacher, Septem- 
ber, 1696. He was ordaimed September 13th, 1699. 
The town gave hinr 060 per annum, the tse of all 
the parsonzze Tauds—ouilt him an house, and gave 


Puts 


Ra ‘- ox thr * Sara: tale fat a 
to ny 8: and his | heirs fore ver the lot of land On which 


at was bole. 


NITY. Fluntting was a manofa strong and distin- 
suishing mind—-firm and independent wathous rash- 
ness aud ot stinacy ; an hard student, an accurate 
pes r, and of extensive theological reading. 


* Should any whe rcad this sermon possess any informa- 
tion which might lead to a discovery of Mr. ioe les’ pa ae 
shee ey Ww ill oblr ree the writer of this Very orn uch by" communica 
ure the inform ation. 

7 uapreb Ge » 1691- —Yhe town voted 100 pounds for the 
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His sermons, of which more than one hundred vo-" 


Jumes are now extant in m2 lat script, are written in 
a clear.and nervous style. ‘lbeyv- are ‘the-result of. 


careful study ; are written with , oréat particularity 
and critical accuracy ; abound ‘with scipture refer- 
ences, and references to the most approved authors: 
atid-commentators.  Lhey culeste abun: tantly the 

depravity of human nature, the necessity of regene- 
ratio ni the agency of God and his soverelonty in this 
work s the insufficiency of works to justify, : and that 
we are Justiied by fai h nly: - They teach the na- 
ture-and necessity of repentance, and of reformation, 

and an holy lite as evidences of sincerity ; and they 
press the impcrtance of preparation for of ine and - 
the dangers of delay, wih great eamestness, He 
did not exhaust ail lis divinity in a few sermons, but 


traversed with suttanje variety and skill, the epics 
system fedeciarins the w hole counsel of God, and 
giving to all their meat is due season. He was par- 


ticularly bold and faitntel in reproof ;* and his labors, | 


ae 


% Tn a sermon ee drunxevness froma Isaish xxvii, t+ 
Voe ! to the drunkards of pas 5 pes seys in his intro- 
duction ** lf any are ofiended at the subject and what may be 
said upon it, [can hardly tink it wil be any but those that 
are directly guilty, ‘or suchas may be partakers with them in 
their evil deeds. But whether persons are pleased or dis- 
pleased, it is the duty of ministers, if they would. be found 
faithiul and deliver their own souls, to reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort ; to give men warn ng—to cry aloud---spare not-—-not 
handling the word of Gyd deceittully ; and you will not 
think that I flatter, before I have done, for I shall use all 
plainness of speech. 
«“Tfany should surmise that ministers ofthe New Testa- 
ment must preuch nothing but Christ and grace and faith ; 


let the a kre YW that mini sters must preach re pen ance a a5 well 

faith 39 

a * Lids q 
After shewiog that there is a woe to drunkards, as it re- 

spects the;r pood name, their estates and their constitutions, 
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hat splendid success ae 
118 successor, were still emi 
nently usefal, te educated his people, if I ma y sO 
speak, ia the, belief of trath and by his vigilence, | 
boldness and zeal, caused bie transeressor to trem- 
ble, Kept back the encrcachments of vice, and pre- 
served to this hizhly favored tuwn the simpli licity 
and purity of ancient manners. The revival, of 
teh end 1742, is commonly ascribed exclusively to 
the iustramentality ef Mr. Davenport ; but what 
d ivlr, Dav enp ort have done uv the people had 
“hot becn. already indoctrmated ? Ide preached no 


c 
New drata=—Ny Eiuntting had been all his days 


i) 
au) 
at 
7 oO 


.prepanny the ground ; and having labored, it pleas- 


(o) ia 
ed the Lerd that another man should enter into his 
—Jabors to gather. the fruit... Bat now, undoubtedly, 
both he that sowed and he that reaped rejoice to- 


sat batting vas not opposed to.the revival-of 
crelip ied 1@-saw, damented, and as. a faithful ma 


that there is a woe to their souls ; and after‘pro- 
“wing it by ap propriate texts, addresses them as jolows : 


¢ = BP nate Se yr a 

‘And now, sinners, if there were not woes enough men. 
tionctd betore, wh 2 ito you say to oP last woe? Do you 
believe the divine’ 


leclarations, or not? if you'do not, God 
Vabidéth true, and will fulfil his threat ide If you do be- 
‘dieve, fsay, are your cups ‘so sweet that you dare run the 
“venture of everlasting ay = aps s an sales dwell with de- 
vouring fire § can you isting. burnings ?” 
In his improvement in speaks — All such as fear 
ie and have any love to their f 
ir endeavors to SHRP ess this sin. Civil rulers should 
shew themselves zealous for the Lord of Hosts.--Goed is a 
Rater of wickedness, and if, rulers, JUCSe s, and justices, 


« 
“ 2 « 


would approve themselves ministers of Pee hey must not 
t J - . 


q My a2 : Yr PS 236 1\8 rs : i tis ties © ese 
bearthe sierd in. vain. Vr ruters have nat courage or hdehty 
enough to appear on the Torl’s side agamst: sin, rey Cannot 
‘be qualified for their places ; we had better = Without 
them,” 
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ought to do, pointed out to his people those things, 
that were censurable and dangerous. But the ticle 
yas against bimi—his opposition to the irregularities 
attending the work, was deemed cppost ition to. the, 
tvork it ocipis nd he was rashly jedged and condemn- 
ed as a stranger to the power et codliness. But his 
discourses and his life confate the-slaader. He 
stands hich on the list of bene factors to the town, 
and, we doubt not, will shine as @ star forever ing 
ever in the ingdoin ot} his Father. oe 

The revival of reli ion in 1741——2, was the first 
general revival ever witnessed inthe town. It com- 
inenced a apparently =i the instrementality of : 
mous Mr. Davenport, who was the means of Going. 
both good and be - The novelty of his conduct 
thoroughly aroused the attention of the e people, and. 
brought them within the reach of those alarming 
truths which, like a torrent, he poured upon them. 
The effect was great... They were pricked m oH 


heart, and cried Out, “ Men and brethren, what sha 
we do to be saved ?” 3 
But bis vashness obscured, in some degree, the 


glory cf the work. Tt g ote occasion to the enemy to 


blasp! 1eme, and it plante in the. town the seeds of 
> m5) al * Ty ET aE AY f { 
disc ord BAG Sepc Wa M101. Ney ere nos ene ae 


however, as m many places, to produce 4 permanent 
disunion. ‘The settlement of Jr. Buell put an end 
to animosity, and restored the blessings of harmony 
and love. 

Bat notwithstanding the ¢ uapleasant circumstances 
attending this revival, there were about one hundred 
persons who, to appearance, were made the parta- 
kers of new ep consequence of which, about 60 
sersons were added to the church soon after the set- 
tlenre ibs of Din Bueil. 

In the year 1649 there was a partial re vive ain dee 
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riumber of gine people were hopefully made alive 
from the dea “But i in the ever memorable year of 
1764, the oat of God | became, says Dr. Buell, “ gen-' 
éral aa universal.” Persons of every ave, fom “five: 
or six to cighty years of age,’ were made. subjects of 


the work—99 persons were propounded for admis-' 


sion to the church at one tinie, and many more scon’ 


after, : OF ute 2 number remain to” this day; and. 


many «also have fallen asleep. Time ‘ hath’ set its 
ub to this work: ie anil ged une and glo- 


er 


fly ose who have died have, im . many’ instan- 
ces, died in the triumphs 68 faith; and iho who live 


7 


nae ‘e, with afew exceptions, adorne -d the doc {rine of 


Gad. their Savior. ehh : ! 
In the‘year 1785 the church. was Hielted with! 
another plentiful s! ower ol divine infinence; «© TI he” 


work at this time és ays the Doctor) was catried on 
with amazing power ae as much as'six or eight every” 
week, for three months, bei 
above 100 were adde to the church. des 
In the year 1791 it ple eased the: Lord to’ set his 


IS, 
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hand. adain tothe work, cai forty or fifty were at ~ 
¥ 
} 


this time added to the e snd in his a the ‘last: 
revival in the hi fetime of Dr, Buell—he died’ July 
19th, 1798. °° He ‘possessed: in an eminent decree’ 
the qualifications of a gospel minister——a hberal edu- 
cxtion—a sound - judgmeni-~a vivid imagination— 
elow! ae eee a commanding ycice—-a penetr ating 
eye, and wnivearied zeal for the clory of God and the 


good cf sot als He was the foie of bis people— 


terror to evil doers, and a praise to such as ‘did <a | 


‘The co: ee repssed-in Jum by his -pecple, was- 


great indeed, bat. it was not misp iaced or abused — 
Tao! the iB us scenes of the war, at the hazard 


of his life, h 2 stood by them ; and was, under God, 


eminéntty their shield and protector. Isis successes 
ber, before he settied here, was? 
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great, ot ks as a settled minister hanes glorious. L 
do not recollect that I have ever met with an in-, 
stance of so many revivals, and so many hopefal 
conversions under the abit of any one man. io, 
is people who yet survive, his memory is precious 5 

shall’ be transmitted to their children, and by. Der, 
re their children, and distant generations shall rise: 


ae 
up and call him blessed.* Wer 
Few subjects are attended with more ¢ rie ley. 
than often aitends the establisament of.a gospe : mi 


er 
nistry-——none concerning w Gale controversy Naber 
to be more en and obstinate. | ee ay 


me Bice lappil ly a division of sentiment .ca.this subtect- 
obtained in the town soon after the deata.of Dy. 
Bue , and assumed fora season a. threatening ase 
pect ; but it pleased the Aiost High, by his. own 
power to allay the ferment. ‘he love of Ged was 


sned abroad in the hearts of : 
prayer was copiously pouted iorth, and numbers who; 
otherwise imight have iy ed aE habits of tasting alien- 
ation, were brous oht with te 

sant jt is for brethren be dwe 
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A spirit of prayer was eee igliosvea) DY ‘ay 
partial revival of 1 reli igion.; about fiteen persons were 
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z: -ppareatly. mace the subjects of wea Ite, and Smany. 
who previous to this had been exercised with doubt:, 
were now established and CONMOP EE, Niven 
‘This divine ao or so far united the down, SSC Uke 
the month of March, .1799, your present pastor rc 
ceived a call to settle with you in o work a ae 
i ministry ; which. being accepted, he was, on, 
day of nephenabe! ollon ving, solemniy 
ee. with the pastoral ot lice. 
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‘During the summer of 1799, the work w! Lich cani-’ 
menced in the spring, declined ; but on the first of 
January, 1800, it pleased the Lord to make bare his 
arm—and from that time for the space of about six 
weeks, 2 scene truly glorious and astonishing rejoi~ 
ced our hearts and filled our mouths with praise.—- 
The spirit of the Most eet carried all. before it, in- 
somuch that, for a time, it really appeared as if the. 


. Whole town would speedi ‘ig be laid prostrate at the 


Jesus. > Numbers were every. day made to: 
: the law,, while every day: 
iv delivered from bondage,- 


pty 


to'rejoice in the hberty ef the gospel... The exerci- 
ses of sinners under conviction of sin, the views and 


‘consolations of such as obtained hope, i and the moral. 


influence of this work upon those who were the sub- 
jects of. it; as weil as upon society at Bei all con- 
spired to pr ‘ove the, prese Nee aud special influence of 
the holy spirit... Lhe wicked forsook his vay, and 
the unrighteous man iis thoughts. On the sabbath 

a croucded assembly appe eared j in the hs a ae 


Ler 


4 . 
-Mmost prcfound silenec Helene exis eye was fix-. 


ed, every ear open, and every heart seemed to say, 
How awfalis this place | it is none other than mi 


house of God, and the gate of Heaven. About 
persons, in the progress of this work, it was hoped be 


came the subjects of io e relicion, and about 60 
were added to the church a 
The last war wus, in many respects, a calamitous’ 


event to this town. © Vhe inhabitants, trae to the 


principles of their fathers, were unanimous and zeal- 


ONS in th a tae to: the. Amenican cause,;=— 
} 


fu 
‘The surre ndry of the Island filled them with conster- 


{1 
“pation, Le many serie ie fled’ fur safety to New- 
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they agitated with fears—-insulted, harassed, and 
plundered by both parties. Yet even these e evils were 


small compared with the influence of the war upon 


the morals of society. ‘The habits of your ancestors, 


venerable by age, had remained with no very gl reat 
relaxation, to this time 3 but they received a nastnd 


now, which hath since never been healed. An effort; 


however, has . been recer tly made to counteract the 
prev ailing influence of vice. On-the 93d day of 
February, 1803, a socie ty was honed for the parti- 


cular parpire of sui ppress sing im: norauty and resto~ 


ring to the town, as far as mig ali be; its ancient pu- 
rity of morals. This association continues to the 
present time ; ies influence has‘been highly benefi- 
ial, and promises to continue so for the time to 
come. aia ays s sn nig: BM c a 


Clinton Academy, the literary institution in this 


town, was founded in the year 1785, and principally 


by the enterprize and influence of Dr. Buell. Its 
ejfect on this cor inty, and especial! y upon the town, 


has been grea To m: any of our meee men has it 


extended the 40 efit of a handsome education, while 
in every district it has excited an emulation to esta- 
blish resp sectable schools. Previously to the build- 


‘ing of the academy, there was but one school, kept 
by aman throagh the year, in the town 


there ‘are 
now three. ‘Phere was but one in which: were 
taught Enelish grammar and arithmetic ; there are 
Now six schools kept usually Chrouch the winter, In 


hive of which these branches are taucht ; and in seve- 


1) 


Tal of them the higher branches of the mathematics, 


T shall now collect and exhibit in one point of 
view, several impartant circumstances in the history 
“eget | 


; ; 
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‘tae Groe see of fthe. narrative — Mro James was set. 
‘tled, proba bly, 1648 ; -he- emer hfe June, 1606 


teo—he was minister in thé town 48 years. Me. 


Hnntting was ordained § eptember 13,1699 ; he de- 


tak 
parted life September 21, 1753—he was minister in 
‘the-town 54 years, but for several of his East years 


ewas unable to r . ae except occasionally. Dr. Ba- 


‘ell was installed September 19, 1746 ; he departed 
hite fh uly 19,1798, ba ing labored i in the town $2. 
nents so that three yn ister s completed the term 
‘of 164 years. Your pres b ps See i was ordained 


ba I 

‘September &, ¥799, and ha et oo with aes in ie 
‘qninistrv, now, 0 years. , 7 

; The ¢ honky when Mir, Hunting coke the paste, 
“ral charge of it, consisted of 26 members. - He bap-- 
tized 118 adult persons, and 1941 infants ; making 
2 total-of 1959. - 138 persons were added to. the 
eburch ee his ministry, and 646 departed life 


fe aS oO 7 - oo 
_ There were $1 members in the church when Dr, 
i 


- A 

Buell tock the charge rahe In the course ie bis mi- 
istry S20 persons were added to the church. He 
baptz iat 1797 chik sae and adult ag wad 1098 


persons departed ‘tite. 
wathe ane trebparlem syenr pratctl pastor ene th 
ne 


of 120 members.: About éo 


ehargse oft, consister 

persons caus been added to it, and 15 members have 

departed hfe; and including:these:there have ‘died, 

auring his ministry, 1 13 persons: : 
.From.the year 1754 tothe year 1775, there were 


the bighest bills of mortality. :.dn this peri iod of 2 
“YCars ite bul of mortality: arose twice to 3S, once ‘6 
Ones Lore, rolcelto Goaynonce to S2 once! to 30; 


<3 Ai aetw 
It olterr exceeded 's 255. mid oncellarases to 54 —this 
Was in the Year by jou Sinve that tinepaiperiod -cf 
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thirty ‘years, there ‘have beéw batotywio years;,before 
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Se | 
mort ality eX! eeded 
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‘qatnatoi reek bouts nner 
BEE: 


A re pa peer 


20. It has been aslow as Q. In this sickly period 
of 24 years, there died 642. In the thirty years 
since, there have died 405, makine a difference of 
937. The average mortality per annum of this 24 
years, was about 263-4. The av erage mortality of 


the Vas st 30 years, is 163-4 ; making a difference of 10 


persons annually, notwithstanding the increased 


Po pulation of the town, which has been very aes 
erable, 


The cause of this surpris ig Change is-ascribed by 
anay to the death of the prim, ack constituted a 


sprincipal part of the fenci ng of the town ; all of which 


died suddenly and unaccountably, about the time 
that this favorable change tock Sea 


But whether it we s the noxic een we this 
plant, or the eee qualities rhe, air, on which 
the vegetation of this plant depende« ed, an 1d Ww hich be- 


ing fe moved. produced death to the vegetable and 
health to anima! life, I shall not attempt to decide. 
The ke most prevalent in this sick ly period, 
were. — fevers, sometiines terminating life in 36 
hours, and often i in three and four days. | ER 

in re year 1726 a remarkable sickness, called 
the sweating cial ck made ifs appearance in this 


place, desolated several familics, and threatened a: 


very great mortality. dt did not, however, become 
general. Ther paren: were taken with: most pro- 
fuse sweatings, in whiel Ja they continued until 
death, The same disease prevailed in. England 
about the same time, a edie carried off one half of the 

at its of many villages. : 

The Sea year has been a seaso af uncommon 
mortality. Here is but one year i ii (Bi LS sab of 
the fe that exceeds if. Our bill ha 
39. ‘The sickness most preva vent was demndtonty 
termed tie dysentery. It did not appear, however, 
45 Is suppesed to be the casein that d isorder, to arise. 
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from any ‘obstructions in the bowels, and was there: 
fore by others termed a bilious diarrhoea. It pre- 


‘vailed alniost universally-—3- 4. of. the people being, 


it was supposed, al flected by it in some degree ; ; 
but its most fatal influence was confined to the aged: 
and to children. © } 
~ LT have now laid before you the rbese prominent 
eircnmstances in the history of the town, in the view 
of W meh the following reflections appear n naturally 
TO rei is Sete oerge 
EST Pile History ae this town calls upon its inh 1a- 
bitants to notice and admire, in several respects, the 
wonderful providence of God. 
It was that afier a ages might know what God had 


done for his people, t! hat th ey were directed to per- 
petuate, by .cral tradition, the wonders of his hand. 


‘The same reasons operate to call your attention to 
what God has done for your fathers and tor their 


ciildren. 


is not’ the hand.of God then conspicuous in the 


remove! of the ancicnt inhabitants of this town, and 


in planting, sustaimng, and protecting your ances- 


‘tors ? 


Reis now nue los years since this town was one 


>) 


ae forest, swarming with wild beasts and savage 


men ae harbors, bays and cre Li were lined 


with wigwams, .as is testified by those masses of 
smouldering shells, which stil whiten their shores.— 
“A numerous. and warlike peaple poss sessed the soil. 
They were naturally a sagacious and jealous people, 
“and might have been expected to refuse the sale of 


<) 


‘their lands, to. those whose.way of life and whose 


‘manners and customs were so inconsistent with ther 
own ; but by the over-raling DRS aaa ec of Ged, 
they were ine ‘ined to. admit ne! lishmen Ht sit down 
by them—-svere induced. to s 


4) thei lands, and) un- 
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away, and are gone... Their sachems, their jarridrs; 
their counsellors :are no more-—their bones mouldex 
under our feet—a few only of their descendents re- 
main—objects of compassion ; monuments of misery 
—-while their language, their name, their very ex- 
istence is verging to oblivion. « We have heard with 
our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what 
work thou didst in. times of .cld-—how thou dravest 
out. the, heathen. with thy hand,-and plantest them 5 : 
how fhou didst afilict the people and cast them out.’ 
It is an alleviation to these melancholy De iepaeae 
to know that your fathers were honest men; that 
they obtained the land which they beqneatned to 
you neither by violence nor by intrigue, but by fair 
purchase ; ; and that, instead.of destioying, they be- 
fiended the natives, and according to their own con- 


fession prevented their extinction vag an early daye 


But the circumstance most of all consoling, is the 
presence and blessed influence of the Gospel.- oa 
The sun of righteousness had never penetrated these 
wilds ; all was dari dreary—the very, region of 
the shadow of death.. Instead of the sounds of mer- 
cy, the war-wheop and powaw rang thro’ the forest ; 

anid the places where now morn ing and evening Sa~ 

crifice ascends to God, witnessed the sacrifice to de- 

vils, or the groans and tortures of the dying ¢ eANey 
el 


At the approach “of the. gospel the > darkness wa 


t 
scattered, the captive wa 5 libe tute ed, ne warewhoop 
CAs asad, ne iienant spirits fled howling to their dark 


abyss, while angels of light sung “ glo r ‘to Godin th 


hich née peace on carth, aud good will to iain. sae Ee 


lis song many a poor native mee since joimed, and 
mapy we trust are now adoring m heaven the grace 
of God that brought salvation to their. benighted 
souls. { ; : 

qs pot the:h and of ou CONSDICUOUS also, and {o 
be acknowledved witl bh grationd 
with such mén asyour fathers ? 
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.. Had they.been men of learning; of enterprize and. 
ambition, but destitute of religion and regardless of 
morals---had they neglected the support of the GOS! 
pel, the education and government of their children,. 

and the morals of society, you would have expericn- 
ced to this day the bitter fruits of their conduct.—~ 
The first inhabitants of. a Sirs determine the com- 


plexion of their ge escendants to distant generations 
A bad beginning sc ei pee a remedy. . The 
iniguity of the (ath ers.is imitated by and is visited 


upon the children ; while mercy { ay ee to the 
thousandth generation of these who fear fen and 
Keep his commandm ents. cay : 

_ Behold, then, and admire herd mysterious. provi« 
dence of God !-~This town he intended as a theatre, 
en which to make memorable dis; pe of .his mercy 
thro’ Jesus Christ. He therefore took care to plant: 
#€ with ihe choicest vine. ; . oh 
- A persecution, violent and cruel, obliged many of 
the most learned aud pious ministers and people, 
the very .best inhabitants of England, to abandon 
their native country, and seck an asylum in the wil- 
derness. With such men was New-England, and 
with such men from New-England was East-Hamp- 
ton af iirst peopled. “God (says an eminent. di- 
vine) sifted three ki: nedoms that he might p! rant the 
American wilderness with the choicest wheat.’ 

Is not ue good hand cf Ged to be acknowledged: 
also in preserving to this town so untorml iy the bless~ 


a 
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mes of a faithfia ministry—in giving sach glorious 
efficacy to ye W ne aud in preserving the p Bs €O apte 0 
free from strife and bitter envyings > : 

ere i , perhaps, 10 place where all these b! less 
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formly, and for so long a time. 
of thein pi ous, faithful, anc febhiy Us ; 
preserved to fill up the period of 154 years. The 
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doctrines of grace, and none. other; have been. regu. 
larly and faithfully taught from the beginning e; and 
have been co beaches * with glorious efficacy” on the 
hearts and lives of the people. The town has never 
been effectually and lastingly divided. No sectari- 
ans have agitated it with religious disputes. One 
faith hath united the hy teens sanctuary hath 


‘opened its doors to receive tuem—at one table have 
the disciples of snist bal — while one «minister 
hath from time to t me bro oken to them the bread of 
life. eng aes 


| | 5 
~The town ha h’ never been rent to pieces in the 
seudeioart of ministers ; it i as. never quarreiled 2 
i one ip 


aninister away, nor has it ever abandonex 
sickness or old nee, to penury or distress. An indis- 
soluble anion has, on the whole, bound tosether the 


peo} ale of the town in all generations, from the be- 
ginning to the pier nt, giving them to ¢ mey § a ae 
er degree of civil and social good : thar 21 commen 
folly to the lot of man. 3 

it must not be concealed, peeve ve when 
-haracter and conduct of your ancestors is consi- 
i deme d, that we do in nary res- 
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to the literary , less i s paid to the religious education 
eat religion and the government of 
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that the flood-gates of vice “have not beén opened; 
and all traces of ancient land-marks swept away. 


a 


Od. As a farther improvement of this history, we 


observe Maes the inhabitants a this town are undei 
the mos 10% solemn obligations to} land down to poster- 
ity those bless ea social, eivil and religious, which 
God, by the j ustrumentality of ‘their an cestors, hath 
bestow bg ion them. | 


These biessings, great in themselves, were procu- 


‘yed and handed down to you by great exertion on 
“the part of your fathers. 


, oy, obtain Hil berty—-to enjoy the gospel, what s 


~erifices did they not make? They left Hota native 
“Jand—they crossed the ocean they subdued the 
“wwildemess-—they wrought wonde . Shall ihese 


ae 


fraits of agin ton be received with GARE REnce. be 


neglected, be thrown away? Should you do it, their 
J aris dust would be me Tas indignant 


spirits would look down from heaven to reprove you. 


ae tad 
Phe? Atmichty hi gee incensed, would arise from 
Jiis holy Habitation © punish your ingratitude, and 
avenec his. cause: 


Mone Let the example” of the first settlers of this 
town, instruct their descendants as to the most cflec ct- 
nal means of promoting and securing social enjoy- 
hient, | 

Philosophers nay theorise, and form happy ccm- 
nunitics upon paper; but to form such communities 
iniact, and to preserve them is a most arduous en- 
terprise. Order and virtue will not come to pass by 
accident.’ Dheir existence, anu. their: preservation 


fond 


wiso, must be made an object—miust reals into action 
and unite the care, wisdom, firmness and zeal of the 
whole body. This was the way in which vour fathers 
Jan) the foundation of that happiness and virtue hy 
which this town ha: caps rap atinalisiied and blessed, 
Nit was their oe cat care to establish and perpetuate a 
reHeious and m ral ¢ omnnunity.  Yveylelt not things 
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therefore to take their or course, bu gare to them : 


that direction which they ought ie nave; and, blessed 


be God, the impuise hath not ceased to the presenk | 


imoment. 

But while the formation and preservation of public 
morals is made your great object, you must be care- 
ful to pursue this object in the use of appropriate 


means. Be not deceived with the caticinge wordsof 


? 


man’s wisdom. It is not liberty, mor science, nor 


P hilosophy alone that will iorm and preserve a hap py 
saciety.:,, Mien, to live together in, peace, must have 


religion, conscience, principle. A society of infidels 
would be a society of ducilists, hateful, and hating 
one another. Individual deists may be moral—they 
have enjoyed perhaps, a religious education and have 
not been able to ellace wholly its strong impressions... 
They live in christian societies, enjoy the benefit. of 
christian precept ; and are influenced by that high 
standard of shins which the gospel inculcates a ud 
establishes among men. ut be it remembered, it 


is christianity cnr makes these men moral, and not 


5 


infidelity. An intidel may possibly be moral, in 


spite of his. principles, but never by them. Their’ 


tendency, and their eilect usually, is Hie ontious in the 
: peloton | >, 
extreme. ee 


fo oe 
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‘Lo insure the future pros sperit y of the to t own, there-_ 
fore, the whole inilnence of religion must be secured 


- 


and enyployed. ia the fa ainily, and in all your schools, 
your children must be instructed in relgion-. God 
must be kept -before their eyes. . Lheir depravity 

their Savior—their duty-—deat th, Judgment, heaven 
and bell. Christian morality must be inculcated and 
enforced by christian mc ives. The meunness of an 


pee ? T, | 
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1or reputation merely, 
that should be Jaid upon 
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punishments, the eternal punishments that await the’ 
guilty, be kept one moment out of view. Let the > 
emnicient eye blaze upon the path of evilL——— 
Let the faming sword of jusi ne and the terrors of 
th ju ide giment day, deter them from crimes.- Infidels 
may sneer a these are the means which your fathers ' 
themselves and their descendants 
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vears, and | Gx 

tt » NER LT cps ficlale, any si h fs t r ae aga 
the way. Mave infidels ny such facts to produce, 
any such experiments made upon their principle Sf 
and siul they sneer abide ligion. : | 
| But the fluence of religion is not exhaust ae im 
ihefamiuy. Itsealntary energy 1s to be varie enced. 
n allthe institutions of the gospel. Woulc ies bea 


i siship, then, in your families, the 
rs; and to the instruction add the 
t of children. Preserve, with reli-: 

sanctity -¢ of the sabba ath, -and avail 
yoursely es of the whole mfluence of a gespel minis- 
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the sanctuary. Ji must how iorth and distribute its 
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Rei hocsee at ae niluence thro” es Cry dle ‘pa irtment of s socl~ 


sulaie the tongue. In your private 
Sit nmist ¢ ictate, and preside in the adjust- 


ment ofall! your.d chs ites. When her sacred impulse 
shail-cease to oot, sud her;maxims to be regar- 
ded, yon gre.an undone people. 

wer wil you, I trast, ever forget, after beholdine 
$A Your ancesters the salutary influence of sach con- 
auct, ‘In all your vetes for choosing rulers and 
gnaking oiders, to make the Bible and conscience 
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your cnly guide.” Let no: emerger ney of party ine 
terest ever divert you from consulting both.  Pro- 
vide, out of ail the people, able men, such as fear 
God ; men of truth, hating covelousness, and place — 
the em shee to he ra tlers. {< mo 
et also, peace, union aud love, the legitimate off: 
, spring of religion, continue to abound. ~Peace will 
be a satunel product of the conduc penis debe 
but a sa blessing of too great magnitude to be on! 
a secoudary object—Hi must be ever an object ae 
particular attention. . The sie sen ncuicate such 
attention—-‘‘ follow peace ; as much as in you Heth 
live ‘peaceably ; blessed are the peace-makers.’”— » 
a such as “murmur and are con scnitione they 
reprobate in the strongest terms. he present hab- | 
its af this town in this particular are worth thousands 
ofecid. A people that have been once broken in 
pieces by contention, are always hable to be troubled 
With that root of bitterness. As yet you have not 
learned to walkin the w ays of controversy, 2 and I pray 
God that you never mav. O! shun them, “ pass 
_ by them, turn from them, and pass ¢ way’ ——Miark; 
r beseech you, them wi hich cause divisions aad avoid 
hem. aby ans 
Do not imagine, however, that t pea eis to be pur« 
cl ised b by a compromise with sin. “The wisdom. 
Which is from above is firs st pure, and then peaceable, 
oe firm, united and unceasing in your opposition to 
yice. Imitate your fathers. They feared God, they 
ted eood laws, aud when ‘above’ they di id not 
Jet thera sleep, a dead letter. Neither indelence 
nor the fea tcf eiving offence, nor the boisterous rage | 
f the wicked, interrupted the course of justice. If 
men woud disturb society by their crimes, they 
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erimes would interrupt the peace of society. In~ 
these views they were certainly correct ; and their 
success in opposing vice, and at the same time in 
preserving Pesce. should stop forever the mouth of 
thew cee ed, dispel the fears of the timid, and give. 
double energy to the efforts that are now making to 
suppress vice and ratse our morals to their ws 
standard. [tis indeed an arduous, but it is a glorious 
work; and while in the progress of it the vicious are 
reproved or panished let all ‘the people say amen, 
These, thon, are the maxims, an id this the | 
. duct, by which site ancestors rendered them a ves, 
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and their posterity happy 5 and by ics Ase you: 
can transniit similar blessings to future generations. 
A glorious inheritance th ey have transmitted to: 
you, and now the question 1s shall this inheritance: 
perish in your hands, or shall it descend? Shall reli-. 
gion, He ce and virtue continue ; or shall Kast-Hamp- 
ton, abandoned by these, and tere doned by heaven, 
etn tle cage of every unclean and hateful bird ? 
Will you constitute that broken link which shall in- 
terrupt the chain ef biessings? Will you sleep on 
your station? Will you betray the ery 2 Will you 
let in the foe to rule with a rod of iron, ora scourge 
of scorpions, your) miseraole posterity ? Never, never 
never, yous all eagerly da Bat fae Are there 
re cf you who ceed tt; go" vernment and religious 
re i of your children 2. None who neglect the 
worst ye of God in yo our families ? None who pro- 
phanc the sabbath; who neglect the sanctuary ; and 
are there none who give themsclyes up to work all 
kinds of wickedness with srecdiness ? Are these 
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stress of temptation ? Look at your ancestor: 
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doing yourselves that very work, the bare thought of 


W hich fills you with horror. 
It is in vain that each of you will plead that your 


own sin is a little one, that. what you do, or he: “ect 


to do, cannot have much influence ; ot your sins 
added together constitute an awtul weight of guilt 5 


and your combed influence contivucd mall ruin the ~ 


town. . From day to day the degeneracy nay not be 
perccived, but its piostessa s certain and its influence 
fatal. Teron Heo 

Shaulas then, the vital influence of religion become 
extinct, should morals decay, and vice, and religion, 
and digi prevail, tow hom will the blame attach ; 
on whom will the curse of posterity fall, and who, in 
the day of judgment must account for the blood of 


souls ? Do you -plead the difficulty of duty, or the 


vironed by pes they must sacrifice conscience 
er abandon their country ; flee to an howling wil- 
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derness, or neglect their duty ; and be ashamed, with 


such an example before you, to talk of difficulties, 
Come forth, then, ye sleeping friends of Zion ; 

awake and come out to the help of the Lord, against 

the mighty ! Co é forth 1, ye friends of virtue ; cull ye 


who love yours a , your r child: en, your town, your 
country. Come fth—put away the evil of your 
doit en to do evil, and learn to do weil. * For 
thus saith the Lord of Ho sts, the ae olisrael, if ye 
will thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, 
I will cause you to dwell in this place ; but if ye w “il 
rebel, hear, O earth |! behold L bring evil against this 
people, even the fruit of their thoughts. Stand, 
therefore, in the way, and sce, and ask for the old 
paths where is the good way, and walk there, and 
ve shall find rest to your soulen?” 
~ Ve shall find rest to your souls.’-+TPhis is the 
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fare of society m time, is ioabintarit ; bis in eternity 
its importance baffles conception. Between our con: 
duct here and our destiny hereafter, there is an in- 
dissoluble connection. All that we do, and all that 
we neglect to do, will affect us through eternity— 
will he ighten ar bliss, or augment our woe. , 
My friends, we musi dic. We must “Stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ. God will bring 
every work nute judgment, and he will try every 
at kind itis, and will render to 
every man according as his work shall be. “Lo them 
patient continuance in weil doing seek for 

glory, and honor, and immort ality 5 : etern al life.— 
‘unto them that are contentious, and co not obey 
ruth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
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